
 

Keeping our  traditions we should take the example of the best electoral 

experinece in the world. 

14.10.13  Azat Artsakh 

 

 

Interview with the Chairperson of the  NKR Central Electoral Commission Srbuohi ARZOUMANIAN  

 

Srbuhi Grigorevna, first let me congratulate you on your appointment as Chairperson of the Central 

Electoral Commission. Sure, it's not an easy job. 

 

 What have you started  from, what is your principle of the organization of work? 

 

- In fact, the responsibility of the sphere is great. During my  meetings with the officials of the system 

(starting from the  members of the precinct electoral commissions and ending with the CEC members) I 

previously highlighted  the importance of basic principles for the organization of joint activities that 

relate to ensure maximum publicity in the activity of the electoral commissions, activation of frequent 

contacts and explanatory work with  the voters. According to my opinion, correct and competent work 

with the primary structure of the system - territorial and precinct electoral commissions, is extremely 

important, because the representatives of these units have a direct contact with the population, and 

therefore, an opinion on the structure is formed on taking into account the quality of their work. 

 I think we should visit regions frequently in the aim of solving the arising problems together. This is the 

best way to maintain direct contacts, the overall positive mood and spirit. 

 

-The Central Electoral Commission periodically organizes professional courses in  the recent years. Is it 

necessary? 

 

- The requirement of Article 42 of the Electoral Code is to provide right to be included in the electoral  

commissions to those citizens who, according to the procedure established by the NKR CEC, have passed 

the  professional courses and received a certificate. Moreover, persons who have acquired 

qualifications, retain this right for a period of 3 years.  

By the decision taken on August 15, 2013 the CEC has established a new procedure for organizing and 

conducting professional courses for candidates for members of the electoral commissions and awarding 

qualifications to the members, declaring  null and void the procedure which had been  in force since 



2010. It is aimed at eliminating certain gaps found in practice and improvement of the existing 

procedures. 

Just in the frameworks of the new procedure, from September 3 to 26  of this year NKR Central Electoral 

Commission organized and conducted professional  training courses in all regions of the country (it was 

distributed to 11 zones). They were aimed at clarifying the probable members of the electoral 

commissions substantive and key  issues related to the electoral legislation of the NKR, as well as 

training of relevant legal acts. The audience  was required, first of all, as citizens and then, members of 

the commission, always feel personally responsible in maintaining a healthy moral and psychological 

atmosphere among the population.  

After the end of the training course,  at the result of the conducted test citizens who have received a 

positive assessment were given the opportunity to be  involved in the electoral commissions. 828 

citizens from 90 communities had submitted applications to participate in the courses held in 

September, 783 of which were awarded relevant qualifications. 

It is necessary to welcome the fact, that for the first time, 207 citizens expressed a desire to participate 

in the electoral process not only as a voter, but their organizers, that is, you can expect a possible 

update in the  electoral commissions in 26 percent. Ahead of the forthcoming local self-government 

elections to be held in 18 communities of the NKR on October 13 of this year, during the formation of 

the precinct electoral commissions this fact was already taken into account by the territorial electoral 

commissions; 42 new members have been included in the formed commissions.  

Territorial electoral commissions had an active  participation in the organization of these large-scale 

events (including, visiting communities, explanatory work among the population) the regional 

administrations and respectivet community heads rendered assistance in places. 

A new phase of professional training  courses starts in November. This time the city of Stepanakert will 

be involved as well. 1200-1300 representatives from 124 communities  are planned to participate in the 

courses. CEC members and chairmen of the territorial electoral commissions should lead the courses . 

The training courses will continue in 2014. 

-As it is known,  on October 13 of this year , regular and early elections to local self-government bodies 

will be held in the Republic. That is, a few days left. What preparatory work has been done? Is CEC ready 

to hold them organized? 

-According to the relevant decisions of the NKR Government, on October  13, 2013  14 regular and 4 

early  local elections will be held in 18  NKR communitites , moreover,  in 13 communities – elections to 

community head,  in  4 communities – election to the members of the Council of Elders, and in one 

community  - both elections to a community head and members of the Council of Elders.  21 candidates 

to community heads  (by the way, 12 - the current heads of the community), and 30 candidates to the 

Council of Elders have been self-nominated in the prescribed time. 

 

In 6 communities (Norashen  of Hadrout region, Hovtashen of Martakert region, Machkalashen and 

Vazgenashen  of Martouni region, Gohtanik and Myrick of  Kashatagh region) two or more candidates 

have been nominated. The electoral  commissions were provided with the appropriate forms, electoral  

literature and the necessary items and stationery. The cooperation between the CEC and the NKR Police 



is very active, in particular, in the works carried out in the direction of clarifying and drawing up the  

electoral lists. 

- What are the current work carried out by the CEC?  As to  You , how perfect  is the NKR Electoral Code? 

- A draft of amendments in the Electoral Code of NKR has been developing, which will be submitted to 

public discussion after it is completed. Of course, in this regard, we highlight the importance of active 

participation of social and political sectors ; the submitted views will be taken into account at the time 

of submission of the final draft to the NKR National Assembly. I must say that, in general, the Electoral 

Code and the procedures laid down in it correspond to international standards, solving almost all 

situations of  the electoral process. However, as in any other field, there is a need to review in 

accordance with the requirements of the time. We shloud touch upon the details of the content of the 

darft later. 

As innovations, 90 legal acts of NKR CEC  were incorporated (edited) and posted on the CEC website . 

Preparatory work on drawing up a collection on the elections  of 2009-2012  provided by the working  

plan of 2013 of the CEC are in process, which will be brought to  final form and presented to the public 

at the end of this year. 

 

- About the upcoming programs and plans. 

 

- In 2014, the main work will be focused on legislative initiatives, revisions of the current normative 

field, organization and conduct of regular  local elections in a number of communities,  changing  of the 

format of the CEC official website. That is, 2014 for the CEC, will be basically, a year of preparation for 

the upcoming 2015 elections to  the NKR National Assembly, as well as the organization and holding of 

local elections in 211 communities.  

Taking this opportunity, I would like to encourage the citizens of the Artsakh Republic to maintain a 

healthy moral and psychological atmosphere in our society, which is the most important task in the 

electoral process. It would be an objective if, in particular, during competitive elections activation was 

fixed among the voters. However, this should only occur through normal contacts. Of course, all 

participants in the electoral process should approach any elections with this understanding, and, 

primarily, in addition to the candidates and their familiars, here there is much work for all the members 

of three-level electoral system to do, which is the best way to master both legal and technical features 

of the organization of elections,  and to apply them in practice.  

We appreciate and respect the independent and impartial views of international observers on electoral 

processes in Artsakh.Those once again reinforce the steadfastness that the policy of the authorities and 

the people of our country on the construction of an independent state will continue through elections, 

constantly improving and improving. Therefore, we have set the task to be the communicators and 

investors of the best electoral experience in the world, preserving the best traditions of the system. 

 

Laura GRIGORYAN 


