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Since November 2 of this year, the Central Electoral Commission has been conducting 

professional trainings attended by candidates to election commissions both in capital 

Stepanakert and the regions according to the submitted applications. 

A training designed for candidates to Territorial Electoral Commissions (TEC) was 

organized on November 9 at school N 3 at the initiative and participation of the 

Stepanakert TEC. The training was led by the CEC Chair S. Arzumanyan, Deputy 

Chair Y. Arzumanyan and CEC Secretary R. Nazaryan.  

As noted by S. Arzumanyan, the conduct of such trainings was a legislative 

requirement and once in every three years candidates to TECs shall be appropriately 

trained and tested to get relevant certificates. Therefore, this training was not 

something new to the participants who had a wealth of experience in electoral 

processes. Currently, the certificates have expired and many of them both at their 

own request and on submission by political parties have been taking relevant 

trainings to be included in TECs.  

The CEC Chairperson also noted that elections like other processes in the republic 

first of all required the maintenance of the right, competent and, most importantly, a 

healthy moral atmosphere. She added that in a civilized society it was appropriate 

that each of the positions were healthy and competent and the criticism were 

relevant. “As election officials, you have no right to be engaged in election campaigns, 

but at the same time as citizens of our country, your competent positions and 

moderation could be an important factor for others”, said S. Arzumanyan. 

The CEC Chairperson spoke in detail about the aspects of the electoral process, the 

voting procedure, etc. She particularly touched upon the observations and comments 

on organizational issues made earlier by election observers, giving some clarifications 

in this respect. 

“If in some countries participation in the voting is compulsory, in our country it is 

done on a voluntary basis. Instead, we consider secret ballot as compulsory and 

strictly necessary. Otherwise, severe penalties are provided for (up to two years in 

prison). Your work is not only monitored by election observers, proxies and the 

media representatives, but also by the voters. Therefore, your number one objective 

should be not only the carrying out of your main obligations, but also being aware of 



the rights and responsibilities of the abovementioned individuals”, said S. 

Arzumanyan. 

The training conducted by Y. Arzumanyan and R. Nazaryan related respectively to 

the formation of election commissions and the voting procedure.  

As noted by S. Hayrapetyan, Chairman of the Stepanakert TEC, the professional 

trainings had two objectives. First, preparedness to organize elections in any case and 

secondly, the inclusion of a large number of people in the system makes the 

population more aware of both the Electoral Code and the electoral processes in 

general. “Thus, we have more transparent elections and more legitimate results”, he 

added. 

According to S. Hayrapetyan, currently there are 34 polling stations in Stepanakert 

and about 180 people have already been trained and received certificates. A second 

group of 180 people, including the participants of today’s training, are still being 

trained. The final result will be close to 450 people, part of which in the reserve.  

The CEC is performing through such trainings one of its main functions of 

replenishing the TECs, which also affects the quality of the organization of electoral 

processes. 

At the end, the participants watched a short 20-minute video on elections.  

The CEC decided to organize in the coming days a special training for newcomers, 

which would be attended by up to 40 people. 

 


