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 The theme of the parliamentary hearings held at the NKR National Assembly on September 17 

was the new Electoral Code. The decision on its discussion was adopted much earlier by the 

political forces of Artsakh Parliament. Various branches of government representatives of the 

Republic, Members of the NKR Central Electoral Commission had been invited to participate in 

the discussion of the new electoral draft law.  The delegation of the permanent commission of 

State and Legal Affairs of RA National Assembly under the leadership of the Chairman of the 

commission Hovhannes Sahakyan paricipated in the parliamentary hearings as well.The 

delegation comprised Arpine Hovhannisyan, Edmon Marukyan,Tigran Urikhanyan, Zaruhi 

Postanjyan.Chairperson of RA Central Electoral Commission Tigran Mukuchyan had also been 

invited and participated in the discussion. 

In his welcoming speech Speaker of the NKR NA Ashot Ghulyan noted that the functioning 

Electoral Code had been adopted by the National Assembly on December 8, 2004 after which it 

was amended and added for five times.Five national elections (parliamentary and presidential) 

were conducted by that Electoral Code in previous years.The electoral draft law with a new 

edition had been submitted to the National Assembly on June 3 of the current year.The 

discussions, in fact, had been postponed for two months so that Artsakh political powers and 

deputies had more time to get acquainted with the submitted draft in detail,make their 

comments and recommendations. According to the head of the legislative body the aim of the 

electoral draft law with new edition is the  improvement of the electoral legislation, the electoral 

process and recording  of the news of  the international electoral processes. In general, the 

main function of the Electoral Code is the organization and conduct of the legitimacy of the 

electoral process, free and fair and transparent elections. 

The head of the RA NA delegation Hovhannes Sahakyan highlighted the participation of extra-

parliamentary forces in the parliamentary hearings. ։   

NKR CEC Chairperson S. Arzoumanyan   substantiated the necessity of the new electoral  draft 

law mentioning that it would enter into force from January 1, 2015 in case of being successfully 

processed and adopted by the  legislature.According to her words the functioning Electoral 

Code did not met international standards but it should be more improved.The draft based on the 

provisions  of the same Armenian draft law, the views of the international observers were taken 

into account of who involved  more technical corrections in them. 

S.Arzoumanyan  presented the main key changes in detail. In order to facilitate the work of the 

commissioners about 200 term data had been reviewed.It had been done on the basis of the 

practice and should not give rise to suspicion,said CEC Chairperson.One of the essential part of 

such changes, according to S. Arzoumanyan, was the reduction of the announcement  and 

appointment of the date of the elections.According to the functioning Electoral Code the 

announcement on the presidential election had been given 100 days prior, according to the new 

Electoral Code it has become 70 days.The reduction for one -month period should give an 

opportunity to soften the emotional atmosphere objectively caused among the population.That 

did not mean that restrictions would be applied for the participants of the electoral process for 

organizing campaign and in other respects, said S. Arzoumanian.։   

NKR CEC Chairperson also answered the questions of the participants of the discussion, gave 

clarifications on the submitted recommendations. 



In his speech RA CEC Chairman Tigran Mukuchyan also  highlighted the discussions stating 

that the Electoral Code was the important document in which fixed principles and provisions 

were enough to make judgments about the conduct of democratic elections in the Republic.In 

his opinion the submitted changes aimed to make the electoral process more transparent; the 

functions of the commissioners, the domains of the powers of the proxies and observers were 

being clarified, which would increase the confidence of  the society to the process. 

T. Mukuchyan drew attention to  the recommendations of the institute of appeals which referred 

to the protection of the suffrage, returned to the changes of the property qualification and 

electoral deposit.The provisions of the Electoral Code should be available to everyone, he said. 

Some changes of the new Electoral Code caused disagreements. 

The participants of the discussion made concrete recommendations relating to some changes. 

Summarizing the hearings, NKR NA Speaker Ashot Ghulyan informed that the new electoral 

draft law had been submitted by the first reading  to the upcoming September 18 session   of  

National Assembly. Within the period of one month the Parliament should bring to the total 

amount the submitted observations and recommendations and should make a final decision.' 

Need to do so, the Electoral Code adopted by us corresponds to our country's rating and help 

us  to utilize the given opportunity in a right way during and after the  upcoming  parliamentary 

elections of 2015 ' said Ashot Ghulyan'. 
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