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The aim of an election observation mission is to gather reliable information on the electoral 

processes and draw up an independent conclusion based thereon. Election observation mission 

shall be carried out by election observers subject to the principles of neutrality, impartiality and 

non-interference in the electoral processes. 

 

Right to Observation Mission 

 

During elections the following shall have the right to observation mission: 

 

- international organizations; 

- representatives of foreign countries; 

- national and foreign non-governmental organizations whose statutory objectives include 

democracy and human rights issues, and which do not support candidates, parties or party 

alliances. 

 

NKR nationals shall not be engaged in election observation missions of international and 

foreign non-governmental organizations. 

 

International organizations, representatives of foreign countries and foreign non-governmental 

organizations may carry out an observation mission when invited and after accreditation at the 

Central Election Commission. 

 

The following shall have the right to send invitations to the specified organizations and 

individuals: 

- President of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic; 

- Chairperson of the National Assembly of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic; 

- Prime Minister of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic;  

- Central Election Commission of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic. 

 

Reports of election observation missions carried out by international and foreign non-

governmental organizations shall be posted on the CEC website www.cecnkr.am. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cecnkr.am/


 

 

Term of Election Observer 

 

Election observers shall carry out their mission after accreditation at the Central Election 

Commission.  

 

Applications for accreditation and making changes (additions) to the list of accredited election 

observers shall be submitted to the Central Election Commission after the appointment of the 

Election Day, but no later than 10 days before the voting for local observers, and 1 day before 

the voting for international observers. 

 

The term of election observers shall expire on the 8th day after the official publication of the 

election results, unless they have been contested in court. In the case of challenging the election 

results in court, the term of election observers shall expire on the day after the promulgation of 

the court decision, unless a repeat vote has been appointed.  In the case of a repeat vote, 

observers shall not be required to re-register. 

 

Rights, Duties and Guarantees of Election Observers 

 

Election observers shall have the right  

 to attend meetings of election commissions and to be present in the voting room during 

the vote, if they have a certificate of accreditation. 

 

Up to two election observers from each international organization, accompanied by an interpreter 

and in the case of local observers one person per organization shall be entitled to attend the 

meetings of election commissions, as well as to be present at the precinct centers (voting rooms) 

during the vote. 

 

 International observers may attend the meetings of election commissions and during the 

vote also the precinct centers (voting rooms), if they have a certificate of accreditation. 

International observers shall wear their certificates of accreditation visibly on their outer 

clothing. 

 

 Chairperson of election commissions shall prohibit the presence of unauthorized persons 

and persons without appropriate certificates on their outer clothing at election 

commissions (precinct centers), as well as in voting rooms during the vote. 



 

 

 

 

 The attendance of election commission meetings by election observers shall be recorded 

by the commission.  

 

 In the case of visits by election observers to precinct centers (voting rooms) on the day of 

voting, a corresponding entry shall be made in the logbook of the Precinct Election 

Commission (indicating the organization, full name of the election observer, as well as 

the time of arrival and departure). 

 

Election observers shall have the right to  

 monitor the printing, transfer, storage and counting of ballots.  

Election observers may monitor the entire process of ballot printing at the printing house, 

accompany by their own means the delivery of ballots from the printing house to the 

Precinct Election Commissions, and after summarizing the voting results accompany the 

delivery of election documents from Precinct Election Commissions to Territorial 

Election Commissions. 

 

The day before the vote, election observers may monitor the distribution to and storage of ballots 

at Precinct Election Commissions. On voting day, election observers may monitor the counting 

of ballots at Precinct Election Commissions without interfering with their work. 

 

Election observers shall have the right to  

 freely familiarize with sample ballots, examine election documents at the presence of the 

chairperson or his/her deputy, the secretary or any other member of the election 

commission entrusted by the chairperson, as well as decisions and minutes of meetings 

available at the particular commission, relevant court decisions, certificates provided to 

voters by the body authorized to draw up lists of voters, obtain copies or take excerpts 

(except for the signed voter lists), and during recount of votes to independently take 

excerpts from signed voter lists. 

 

Chairperson of Precinct Election Commissions shall organize the summarization of voting 

results and Chairperson of Territorial Election Commissions shall organize the recount of votes 

in a way that election observers have the possibility to freely monitor the process of decision-

making on the validity, as well as sorting and counting of ballots. 



 

 

 

Election observers may take pictures and video of the meetings of election commissions, as well 

as the process of voting and summarization of voting results and the recount of votes without 

violating the rights of voters to secret ballot. 

 

! Signed voter lists shall not be photographed or videotaped.  

 

Upon request, election observers shall be given an excerpt from the protocol on voting results 

certified by the signatures of both the chairperson and secretary, as well as the stamp of the 

commission. 

 

Election observers shall have the right to 

 appeal against decisions, actions or inaction of election commissions, if they believe that 

their rights as defined in the Electoral Code of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic have 

been violated. 

 

Election observers shall have the right to  

 freely move around the voting room to monitor the ballots and the ballot boxes.  

On voting day, election observers shall monitor the activities of the election commission 

and may submit his/her comments or suggestions to the chairperson of the commission.  

 

! Election observers shall not have the right to interfere with the work of election 

commissions or their decision making.   

 

No restrictions on the rights of an election observer shall be permitted. No one (including 

election commissions) shall have the right to expel election observers from the voting room or in 

any other way restrict their presence during the work of the election commission. 

 

Election observers shall comply with the requirements of the Electoral Code. As part of the 

observation mission, election observers shall not have the right to perform functions contrary to 

the norms of international law or not defined by the Electoral Code of the Nagorno Karabakh 

Republic. 

 



 

 

Organizations carrying out an observation mission shall submit their reports to the Central 

Election Commission, while international observation missions shall submit their reports also to 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Nagorno Karabakh Republic. 

 

In the case of support by an election observer to a particular candidate, party (on a proportional 

basis) or party alliance, the Central Election Commission shall have the right to deprive the 

organization, to which such an observer belongs, of the right to carry out an observation mission. 

 

Preparation and Conduct of Voting 

 

Activities of the Precinct Election Commission the day before the voting 

 

The Precinct Election Commission shall determine by lot the 3 commission members who are 

responsible for signing on the opposite side of all ballots until 12:00 p.m. of the same day.  

 

! During signing the commission member shall not change the chosen variant of his/her 

signature. 

 

Activities of the Precinct Election Commission on voting day 

 

On voting day, the meeting of the Precinct Election Commission at the precinct center shall 

begin at 7:00 a.m.  

 

At the meeting, the Commission shall decide on the distribution of responsibilities among the 

commission members. 

 

Prior to the opening of the precinct center, the Chairperson of the Precinct Election Commission, 

in the presence of persons entitled to monitor the voting, shall do the following:  

 get the packed stamp, the ballots and voter lists;  

 check the integrity of the stamp package, open it and announce the stamp number after 

putting a stamp in the log book;  

 make sure that the ballot box is empty, close and seal the ballot box (including the mobile 

box if needed); 



 

 

 hand the voter lists to the commission member(s) responsible for voter registration, the 

ballots to the commission member(s) responsible for issuing ballots, and the stamp to the 

commission member responsible for stamping ballots. 

 

! All of the above-mentioned steps shall be properly recorded in the log book of the 

Precinct Election Commission. 

 

At 8։00 a.m., the polling station shall be declared open and voters shall be allowed to enter the 

voting room.  

Voting Procedure 

 

1.Voter Registration 

Every voter upon presentation of an ID shall be registered in the voter lists held by the 

commission member responsible for the registration of voters. A voter may not get a ballot and 

vote without registration in the prescribed manner.  

 

If a voter is unable to sign in the voter list, he/she shall have the right to seek the assistance of 

another voter except for members of the election commission and proxies. 

 

2. Receiving the Ballot 

Immediately after registration the voter shall approach the commission member responsible for 

issuing ballots to receive a ballot. 

 

3. Stamping the Ballot 

The commission member responsible for stamping ballots shall make sure that the voter is 

registered at the particular precinct and stamp the ballot. 

 

4. Voting 

Having received ballots under proportional and majoritarian electoral systems the voter shall 

proceed into the voting booth to vote.  

 

!The voter shall fill out the ballot secretly inside the voting booth. 

 It is prohibited to find out in any way how the voter is going to vote. 

 



 

 

If the voter is unable to fill out the ballot, after informing the chairperson of the commission 

he/she shall have the right to invite another person into the voting booth except for commission 

members and proxies. 

 

!The person shall have the right to assist only one voter that is unable to fill out the ballot. 

 

NOTE-  Voters with limited physical abilities, as well as, having difficulties in participating in the voting, 

without entering into the building of the polling station, shall participate in the voting with the assistance 

of the Chairperson of the Precinct Electoral Commission, at the presence of at least  one proxy or at least 

one observer, or both a proxy and an observer,or a citizen having the right to help the voter. 

 

If the voter believes that the ballot has been filled out incorrectly or has been damaged, he/she 

may request the chairperson of the commission to receive a new ballot. Upon the instruction of 

the chairperson the voter shall be given a new ballot and this shall be properly recorded in the 

voter list. Ballots that have been filled out incorrectly (damaged) shall be immediately 

invalidated. 

 

The voter shall approach the commission member responsible for the ballot box who shall give 

him/her the opportunity to cast the ballot in the box. 

 

Closing the Precinct Center 

At 20:00 p.m., the Chairperson of the Precinct Election Commission shall announce the end of 

voting and shall do the following: 

- prohibit the entry of voters into the voting room; 

- give the opportunity to those in the voting room to vote; 

- shut the ballot box slot; 

- close the precinct center. 

 

Summarization of Voting Results 

Summarization of voting results shall be carried out in the voting room and shall begin 

immediately after the end of voting and continue without interruption until drawing up of a 

protocol on the results of voting. The results of the vote on proportional basis shall be 

summarized first, and then on the majoritarian basis. 

 

During the stage of summarization of voting results, the following shall be done: 



 

 

 

1. calculation of the total number of unused, incorrectly filled (damaged) and returned 

ballots; 

2. separate calculation of the number of voters in each additional list (including the 

additional list made on the day of voting at the precinct center), which makes the total 

number of voters in the polling station; 

3. calculation and registration of voters in the voter lists (including the additional lists) 

based on their signatures; 

4. sorting of ballots. 

 

The chairperson of the commission shall open the ballot box, take out a ballot and declare the 

ballot valid, invalid or being of undefined sample. In the case of a valid ballot, he/she shall also 

announce who won the vote and then display it visibly to others. Upon request, the ballot shall be 

passed over to other members of the commission. 

 If there is disagreement with the chairperson, the commission member shall present his/her 

objection. In the case of objection, based on voting results (the proposal of the commission 

member shall be put to vote and in the case of failure the proposal of the chairperson shall be 

deemed accepted), and in the case of no objection the chairperson, in accordance with his/her 

statement and the marking on the ballot, shall count the ballot in favor of the relevant candidate. 

In the case of one candidate, the chairperson shall put the ballot on the “for” or “against” stack or 

the stack of invalid ballots, and then take out another ballot.  

This step shall be repeated for all ballots of the box. 

 

Validity of Ballots 

A ballot of the defined sample shall be considered invalid, if:  

 it has markings in favor of more than one candidate, party (party alliance); 

 it has markings in front of “for” and “against” at the same time when voting for one 

candidate; 

 it has no marking; 

 besides the marking similar or defined by the Central Election Commission, it also 

contains a marking revealing the identity of the voter; 

 it has no PEC stamp in the upper right corner; 

 it is not signed on the back side by 3 members of the election commission; 

 defined order of ballot marking has been explicitly violated. 

 



 

 

An insignificant violation of the defined order shall not be regarded as a basis for invalidating 

the ballot, if the voter's intention is clear and unambiguous.  

During sorting of ballots commission members shall be prohibited from making notes, as well as 

having pens, pencils or other items for making notes. 

 

5.The following shall be calculated and reported: 

 number of ballots cast in favor of each candidate, party (party alliance); 

 number of ballots cast in favor or against a candidate, party (party alliance) in the 

case of voting for one candidate, party (party alliance); 

 number of invalid ballots. 

 

The calculated figures shall be made public and recorded in the log book. 

 

Based on the calculations and data recorded in the log book, the Precinct Election Commission 

shall draw up a protocol on the results of voting at the polling station. The commission shall 

finish drawing up the protocol no later than 10 hours after the end of voting. 

 

No later than within 12 hours after the end of voting the following shall be submitted to the 

Territorial Election Commission: 

 

 full sealed package of election documents (ballots, voter lists, one copies of Precinct 

Election Commission protocols); 

 two copies of the protocol of voting results; 

 register of Precinct Election Commission; 

 stamp of Precinct Election Commission; 

 ballot box (ballot boxes, mobile box); 

 voting booths. 

 

The Chairperson and Secretary of the Precinct Election Commission shall deliver election 

documents to the Territorial Election Commission accompanied by police officers. 

 Delivery and acceptance of election documents to the Territorial Election Commission shall be 

made by means of signing and issuing receipts. 

 

Activities of Territorial Election Commission after Receiving Protocols of Precinct Election 

Commissions 



 

 

 

Territorial Election Commission shall check the validity of protocols on the results of voting at 

polling stations and in the case of arithmetical errors the Chairperson and Secretary of Precinct 

Election Commission shall eliminate those errors and validate the corrections by their signatures. 

 

! Baseline data, obtained by one by one counting of votes by Precinct Election Commission, 

shall not be modified.  

 

Territorial Election Commission shall make a record of the date and time of receipt of the 

protocol on the results of voting at the polling station, which shall be validated by the signature 

of the chairperson and the stamp of the commission. 

 

Territorial Election Commission shall compare the number of Precinct Election Commission's 

stamp against the number of the stamp on Precinct Election Commission's protocol. 

 

During national elections, Territorial Election Commission shall regularly, but no later than 

once every 3 hours make a tabulation of voting results by polling stations.  

 

Tabulation of results of voting at polling stations by Territorial Election Commission shall be 

completed no later than 18 hours after the end of voting.  

 

Summarization of Election Results 

 

Preliminary results of voting on a majoritarian basis shall be summarized by the relevant 

Territorial Election Commission and validated by a protocol no later than within 18 hours after 

the end of voting and the preliminary results of voting on a proportional basis shall be 

summarized by the Central Election Commission, as well as validated by a protocol and 

officially reported on the air of public television no later than 24 hours after the end of voting.  

 

Election results shall be summarized and final decision shall be taken on the 7th day after the 

vote. 

Regulatory and individual decisions of the Central Election Commission are available on the 

Internet at www.cecnkr.am.  

 

http://www.cecnkr.am/

