
Statement by S. Arzoumanyan 

at Press Conference to be held at 6pm on 19.02.17 with the participation of international 

observers and media representatives 

 

Dear guests, observers and media representatives, 

Let me greet you on behalf of Central Referendum Commission of NKR Referendum and to 

express my gratitude for your interest and constant attention to the process of elections and 

referenda of the Republic of Artsakh. Many of you have already visited electoral processes in 

Artsakh. Your opinions on the previous processes actually assisted to the improvement of the 

international rating of our Republic, which follows the path towards establishment of 

democracy.  

Considering the 26 year old electoral experience of our Republic, conclusions and suggestions 

proposed by international observers in holding official elections and referenda, recent reforms 

aimed at the improvement of the Electoral Code as regards applying modern technology, 

developing qualifications of clerical workers, it should be stated that every election and 

referendum conducted in the Nagorno Karabakh Republic occupies a more positive position as 

compared with the previous. This tendency is present at the electoral commissions and other 

state bodies and most importantly at the voters of the Republic of Artsakh. 

February 20, 2017 was defined as the date of the Referendum draft of the Republic of Artsakh 

by the decree of NKR President dated January 19, 2017. This is the third official referendum of 

our 26 year old country, which is implemented on the basis of the NKR new Electoral Code in 

force since January 1, 2015 and NKR Law «On referendum». 

As regards the referenda and elections, our will to organize referenda and elections of 

international standards  and the constant improvement of its legal grounds should be 

appreciated. This is reflected in in the Modifications to NKR Law “On Referendum” and in NKR 

new Electoral Code.  

Constant improvement of the legislature is constantly on our agenda  and this always poses the 

challenge to provide a better legislative environment for the voters for proper realization of 

their election rights, at the same time facilitating the working conditions for electoral 

commissions. It should be added that the basis of the legislative reforms is formed by the 

opinions and suggestions by election observers of NKR elections. 

Among the modification are those enhancing the transparency  and accountability of the 

system which were applied on May 3, 2015 during parliamentary elections. 

Therefore 

 it was clearly defined to provide photo and video evidence of the whole process of the 

Referendum without hindering the operation of the commissions. 

 a wide range of mechanisms and bodies to appeal the decisions and activities of the 

Referendum Commissions was defined, the pre-trial appealing period was extended by 

four hours. Every member of the commission, every election observer or media 



representative is entitled with monitoring and supervision in the precincts, a mechanism 

of recalculation was established. 

Dear participants of the press conference, 

Now I want to talk about the organization works and our overview of the pre-referendum 

period. The Referendum of February 20, according to recent data, 102 757 citizens are eligible 

to vote, that exceeds the number of  the previous elections – the parliamentary elections of 

2015 - by 711 votes. This means that the number of potential voters make up 69% of the 

population of the Republic of Artsakh. 

The Referendum will be held on the whole territory of the Republic, which comprises 11 

electoral districts with 8 000 – 9 000 voters in each. 280 referendum precints were formed, one 

of which is in Yerevan to exercize the voting right of the citizens are in the Republic of Armenia, 

another precinct was formed in penal institutions for the detainees. 

Precincts and polling stations were mostly located in renovated and newly-build buildings. 

Although the provision of modern conditions after the recent military actions is still 

complicated, everything is done to organize the process of the Referendum at the appropriate 

level. 

We highly value the role of the referendum commissions directly communicating with citizens, 

hence workshops have been conducted to develop their professional qualification. 2222 

members of commissions are ready to implement the Referendum within the framework of the 

Legislature. Most of them – almost 68% - is party unaffiliated, 66% is women, 30-40% is young 

citizens who participate in an official referendum for the first time. 

The campaign period is now over: it was launched on the day of issuing NK decree and lasted 

up to Fevruary 18. This campaign was marked by objectivity and also high involvement of the 

population. 32 campaign headquarters were established that were acting both pros and cons 

the adoption of the Constitution draft. No incident or violation has been reported. To carry out 

explanatory works with the public, the Awareness centre made up of NGO members was 

established.  

We focused on raising public awareness, launched the Press Centre next to the Referendum 

Commission and created CRC website. 

The Central Referendum Commission also developed guidelines for the observers and 

Referendum District Commissions, inter alia – individual guidelines and information posters. 

International interest towards our state is gradually increasing. To illustrate this, it should be 

stated that the Referendum of 1991 was attended by only 40 voters, while the current 

referendum is being attended by 104 international observers from over 30 countries and 103 

local observers and more than 80 media representatives. This is both a lucky and binding 

circumstance. 

Dear guests, 

at the end of my statement I would like to express my confidence that the Referendum on 

February 20, which also symbolizes the revival of the Republic of Artsakh, will be held at an 

appropriate level. Today’s referendum should be more objective, well-managed and fair. I am 



sure that this is understood by those responsible for the electoral system and by the majority of 

NKR citizens exercizing their voting rights. 

In general, in the quarter-century old history of the Republic of Artsakh two Referenda, five 

presidential and six parliamentary elections and elections to local self-government bodies were 

held. 

The referenda and elections in the Republic of Artsakh are marked by high level of citizen 

involvement. For instance, the NKR Independence Referendum of 1991 was marked by 82,2% 

of eligible voters, the NKR Constitution referendum – by 87,2%. The average voter turnout is 

65-70%. I hope that the voter turnout of the Constitution Referendum will also be high.  

Thank you for attention. 

 


